THE HUSKY GENTLEMAN
South-by-Shuffle: 600 SXSW MP3s, Shuffled and

Sorted

It's two weeks until South by Southwest in Austin, Texas, so we've got
hundreds of bands blasting on our office stereo. Here, we share the best

(and worst) discoveries.
BY PETER GASTON 02.26.08 2:39 PM

LORD T & ELOISE (TOP), IGLU & HARTLY

From now through March 11, SPIN.com's Peter Gaston is chained to his desk,
listening to almost 600 MP3s of SXSW 2008 performers on shuffle mode in
iTunes, separating the wheat from the chaff. His findings will be posted daily.
First of all, special thanks are in order to Greg Hewgill, who took the time to
create a special SXSW 2008 torrent file with as many MP3s as the SXSW
website had to offer. Since the conference isn't making their own torrent this
year, Greg's efforts are very much appreciated by all of us here at Spin and,
undoubtedly, loads of SXSW attendees. You can check out Greg's site here.
Now this whole SXSW-on-shuffle thing has become an annual tradition of
mine, as diligent an attempt as | can make to check out as many SXSW bands
as possible before boarding that flight to Austin. Over the past three years, the
South-by-Shuffle has helped me discover some phenomenal new bands -- and
also led me to some of the worst sets I've ever seen. I'm always keeping my
fingers crossed for all killer, no filler, but it's the crapshoot itself that makes the
annual Texas excess so compelling.

And whether you're going or not, don't let our picks or the picks from any other
music site predetermine the best of the fest. Get those MP3s and decide for
yourself. | guarantee you'll discover something brand new and completely
awesome.

Here are my first two gems from South-by-Shuffle 2008:

Iglu & Hartly, "In This City" sxsw INFO PAGE | DOWNLOAD MP3 This could only have
been crafted by kids who grew up in the '90s. The opening vocal line -- "You
came into my li-ay-fe" -- is delivered with all of the subtlety of A.J. from the



Backstreet Boys, and then it unfolds into two verses of hip-hop (think Len's
"Steal My Sunshine") and a sing-song chorus that wouldn't sound out of place
on a Mates of State record. Not a far stretch from MGMT, but with happier

pills. SXSW showcase: Sat., March 15, 9 P.M. at Cedar Door



